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Jewelry District Whodunit Goes to Jury

Diamond seller seeks
$1.1 million from his
insurer, which says he
staged heist at his shop.

By JEssica GARRISON
Times Staff Writer

The way Harry Yildiz tells it,
he was alone in his downtown
Jjewelry shop when a man in a
raincoat with a gun hidden be-
neath his umbrella burst in, tied
him up and made off with

jewels,

But underwriters at Lloyd's
of London say it went down dif-
ferently. They say that Yildiz, a
67-year-old with heart trouble,
staged the robbery on the sixth
floor of the Hill Street Jewelry
Mart — and they even suggested
that he may have dispatched his
son to Aruba to sell off the jewels
on the cheap.

Now, in a lawsuit over
whether Lloyd's should be re-
quired to reimburse Yildiz for the
alleged losses from the Dee. 29,
2004, robbery, a Los Angeles jury

$L.1 million

in diamonds and

must delve into the world of Los

Angeles' jewelry trade, where, ac-
cording to testimony, millions of
dollars worth of diamonds trade
back and forth on the strength of
a handshaKe, formal records are
not always kept, and many eld-
erly shopkeepers have loaded
guns at the ready,

Key pieces of evidence in-
clude a grainy surveillance
videotape showing a man with a
black bag appearing to duck
down a corridor — although the
size of the bag remains hotly con-
tested. As lawyers brandished a
plastic model of a gun, the jury

[See Diamonds, Page BI10]

Insurer Says Jeweler
Staged a Robbery
in His Own Store

[Diamonds, from Page B1]

also heard testimony from a de-
tective who said that he faxed
police documents to Lioyd's in-
vestigators that were not part of

| the report police eventually

turned over to the court.

The jewels have not been re-
covered, and no one was arrested
in connection with the robbery.

Yildiz's lawyer, Mare Brumer,
who flew in from Miami for the
trial, told jurors that the caseisa
“classic David vs. Goliath.”

His client, he said, is a 67-year-
old iImmigrant from Turkey who
was “robbed twice” — once by a
man with a gun and a second
time by his insurance company,
which instead of processing the
claim tried to pin the crime on
their frightened client.

add insult to Injury,
Brumer said, the Los Angeles
Poliee Department failed to as-
sign the case to its elite Robbery-
Homicide Division, sending in-
stead a detective with little for-
mal experience in Investigating
Jewel thefts.
That  detective, |

handcuffs that were replicas of
those that bound Yildiz's wrists
during the alleged robbery
{there was conflicting testimony
about whether his feet were alsp
bound), Cronthall argued that
the bag shown in the surveil
lance tape was too small to ag-
commodate all the jewelry Ylldiz
said was stolen. The diamond
seller’s version of events, hf
added, is simply *not logical™
Why would a robber

‘worn sunglasses and a hat and
carried an umbrella? Why GE
the robber stay in the shop for
minutes — an “eternity” as far as
high-end robberies go? How was
the robber able to grab 515 plecek
of jewelry but leave
important papers such as
diz’s passport? Why was
able to get across the room and
bang on the door, but unable th
hit the panic button or dial 911
with his nose?, Cronthall asked.'
Yildiz's attorney said all those
questions had reasonable am-
-mehemwmﬁ
wlr.h his nose?" he asked.
Also

Woodings, allowed himself to be

by the insurance ad-
Juster, Neil Leiberman, the law-
ver said.“He went on a wild goose
chase to Aruba at taxpayer ex-
pense and faxed part of his re-
port from his home directly to
Leiberman. In his closing argu-
ments, Brumer suggested that
the had colluded with

said, was the fact that
son Scott went to Moreno
that afterncon — what kind of
Southern Californian would
drive 55 miles in the rain on’an
unimportant errand?

And then there is the quis-
tionable nature of Yildiz's own fi-

the insurance company.

“I'm cailing them the liar's
club,” Brumer said. Because of
the dispute, Brumer said, Yildiz
“can't even walk down the street™
because his reputation has been
hurt.

“Give him back his life. Give
him back his integrity. Pay his
claim,” he said. As he was speak-
ing, Brumer walked over to his
white-haired client, put his arm
around him and asked the jury:
13 this a man who would commit
a robbery?”

Attormeys for Lloyd's say the
answer is yes.

“It was a staged robbery,” said
Andre Cronthall, an attormey

there were discrepancies -be-
tween his sales records and*his
shipping records, as well as in-
consistencies in the elnlms‘he
submitted to Lloyd's.

“There were S0 many l’ed
flags,” Cronthall sald. So many
that the police detective evén-
tually determined that far fforn
being a victim of robbery,
could have been
trying to defraud his mwm
Part of the detective’s mmrﬂn&
although unbeknownst to
jury, was that Scou.‘ﬂldl.xta.ned'a
lie detector test. Lie detector
tests are generally not aamidﬁl
in California courts.

Thcdlstrtctattamwdedhid

with the firm Mullin
who has handled a number of
diamond-related suits.
Occasionally flashing a yellow
rubber model of a handgun and
slipping his hands

to p

"And now, ax Wd.ls‘s Iaw?,e\'
told the jury, it is up to then to
determine: “Who Is telling you
the truth here?”

in and out of a pair of plastic

jessica. T
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